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ANTHROPOLOGY 500

Primate Sexuality

5 credits

Winter 2006

MW 11:30 – 1:18 

Instructor: Dr. Guatelli-Steinberg


• e-mail: guatelli-steinbe.1@osu.edu; phone: 614-292-9768 


• office hours: 217 B Lord Hall: MW 4:30-5:30 PM, or by appointment

Course Description and Objectives

This is an advanced course: Anthropology 200 is a pre-requisite. Primate sexuality is an important area of research because it is integral to so many aspects of primate biology and behavior. It is clear why this is so: natural selection acts on the ability to survive and reproduce, and like most multicellular organisms, primates reproduce sexually. Research on primate sexuality not only enhances our understanding of non-human primate biology and behavior, but also provides a comparative context for understanding human sexuality and its relationship to human biology, behavior, and evolution. 

Aspects of both non-human primate and human sexuality explored in this course include but are not limited to: pre- and post- copulatory reproductive strategies of primate males and females, sexual behavior and response, sociosexual behavior, homosexuality, sexual dimorphism, hormonal effects on the brain and behavior, inbreeding avoidance, differential investment in offspring by sex, and the connections between life history strategies and sexuality. 

My primary objectives in teaching this course are for you to: (1) gain a deep appreciation of how integral primate sexuality is to primate behavior and biology and (2) develop insights into human sexuality in a comparative primate context.

Required Texts 

Primate Sexuality: Comparative Studies of the Prosimians, Monkeys, Apes, and Human Beings. 1998, by Alan F. Dixson. Oxford: Oxford University Press. 

Why is Sex Fun? Evolution of Human Sexuality. 1997, by Jared Diamond. New York: Basic Books. 

Note: An additional set of readings (species descriptions and an article) will be distributed and assigned in the Zoo Packet.

Evaluation

Participation (Attendance, Discussion, In-Class Assignments): 45 points

Zoo Packet: 40 points

Midterm Exam: 100 points 

Final Exam: 110 points

Total points: 300
Policies:

· Attendance is mandatory and is part of your participation score. To get the maximum points for Participation you must not only come to class but also be an active participant: completing in-class assignments satisfactorily and contributing to in-class discussions.
· As a courtesy to the instructor and fellow students, please be on time to lecture. Consistent lateness will affect your participation score. 
· Grading: There is no extra credit and grades are based on a standardized scale (93-100% = A; 90-92% = A-, 87-89% = B+, 83-86% = B, 80-82%=B-, etc.) 
· Late Zoo Assignment Packet assignment will involve a 10% loss of the point total for each day late. 
· Academic Misconduct: The academic community regards academic dishonesty as an extremely serious matter, with serious consequences that range from probation to expulsion. Anyone caught cheating will be reported to the Board of Academic Misconduct. When in doubt, consult with the course instructor. Ignorance of the rules governing academic misconduct or ignorance of what constitutes academic misconduct is not an acceptable defense.
· STUDENTS WITH DISABILITIES ARE RESPONSIBLE FOR MAKING THEIR NEEDS KNOWN TO THE INSTRUCTOR AS SOON AS THE QUARTER BEGINS AND FOR SEEKING AVAILABLE ASSISTANCE FROM THE OFFICE OF DISABILITY SERVICES 292-3307, PRIOR TO OR AT THE BEGINNING OF THE QUARTER. I RELY ON THE OFFICE FOR DISABILITY SERVICES FOR ASSISTANCE IN VERIFYING THE NEED FOR ACCOMMODATIONS AND DEVELOPING ACCOMMODATION STRATEGIES.

CLASS SCHEDULE

Wednesday, Jan 4 

Topic: Why sex? Natural selection, sexual selection, and other principles

 
in the study of primate sexuality  

Reading: Dixson: Chs 1 (all)  and 2 (all)

Monday, Jan 9
Topic: Primate taxonomy; Primate social organization and mating systems


Reading: Dixson Ch 3 (all)

Wednesday, Jan 11 

Topic: Male behavioral reproductive strategies


Reading: Dixson Ch 4:  51-79

Monday, Jan 16

HOLIDAY: NO CLASS

Wednesday, Jan 18

Topic: Female behavioral reproductive strategies

Discussion: Battles of the sexes: Why and when? 


Reading: Dixson Ch 4: 80 – 87, Diamond, Chs 1, 2  (all)

Monday, Jan 23

Topic: Sperm competition and cryptic female choice


Reading: Dixson Ch 8: 217-224, 231-243; Dixon  Ch 9:  244-263

Wednesday, Jan 25

Topic: Sexual behavior and sexual response

Discussion: Under what conditions might ‘concealed’ ovulation be adaptive? 

Reading: Dixson: Ch 5 (all), Ch 7: 201-214, and Ch 11: 338-353; Diamond, Ch 4

Monday, Jan 30

Topic:  Review for midterm

Wednesday, Feb 1 

MIDTERM EXAM (Covers through Jan 30) 

Monday, Feb 6

Topic: Sexual dimorphism and human mate choice


Reading: Dixson Ch 7: 170-201; Ch 7: 214-216, Diamond Chapter 7

Wednesday, Feb 8

Topic: Sociosexual behavior and homosexuality

Discussion: How do humans choose mates? 


Reading: Dixson, Ch 6 (all) 

Monday, Feb 13

Topic: Sexual differentiation: body, brain, behavior; The ‘problem’ of testosterone

Discussion: Are primate males more physically aggressive than primate females?

Reading: Dixson, Ch 10 (all)  

Wednesday, Feb 15

Topic: Inbreeding Avoidance and Human Incest taboos 


Reading: Dixson Ch 4: 88-90 

Monday, Feb 20

Topic: Parental investment: fatherhood, motherhood, sex ratios


Reading: Diamond Chs 3 (all), 5 (all) ; Dixson Ch 4: 90-92

Wednesday, Feb 22

Topic: 
Life history and human sexuality 

Discussion: Does the grandmother hypothesis explain menopause?

Reading: Diamond, Ch 6 (all) 

Monday, Feb 27

Topic: Graduate student presentations


Reading: None

Wednesday, March 1

Topic: ZOO TRIP


Reading: Zoo packet plus article: Packet due on MONDAY, MARCH 6. 

Monday, March 6  


ZOO PACKET DUE

Topic: Discussion, Wrap–Up, Review

Reading: None

Wednesday, March 8
CLASS CANCELLED

Monday, March 13

FINAL EXAM: 11:30-1:18 

